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Western Lore.Qualities most essential to his missionMARC1I, 1770.I did not finish beoause I was internight. But she reoonoiled me to it. So
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A Used Ho but. lilt ibal wa Well Poservea,
Says the Boston Commercial fuffs-

Watching.

B. loltsrad up through lb mudow,
HU foot in th. tnlling .Waih

waa dispatched to France with authority
to negotiate for tho equipment of
twenty-fiv- e tbousaud men, a nunureu
field pieces and ammunition in propor-
tion, his Instructions from the committee
assigning as the reason of the selection
oi that country for the first application
for assistance the foot that in the event
of a total separation from Great Britain,
France would be the power whose
friendship it would be nicest to obtain
and enltivate.

At the sometime Congress had de--
decided to send commissioners to utn
ada to foster a state of feeling similar to
that pervading the oolonies and espe-

cially to enoonrsge tba formation of
local aTovarnment John Adams men
tions tne commission in a letter to hi
wife, about this date, and dwells par-
ticularly on the important results an-

ticipated from the good offioes of the
Rev. Carroll, the brother , of Charlea
Carroll, of Carrollton, Md., who was to
remove from the minds of the Canadian
Catholics tbe fear of an anathema
against American rebels; and, curiously
enough, after speaking in the highest
terms of the patriotism of the Carrolls,
warns Mrs. Abigail to bear in mind the

.a an. J AA.of the runtans, ana not toErejudtoes in New England. One clause
in the offioial instructions issued by the
Congress to the commissioners is signi-
ficant as amounting almost to anaotual
declaration of independence, and it was
not adopted without a vigorous debate.
It waa this: " Ton are to declare that
it is our inclination that the people of
Canada may set up suoh a form of gov-
ernment as will be most likely in their
judgment to produoe their happiness.
But tne oommiBHon proved a lauure.

The news that Parliament had pro
hibited trade of every kind with the
colonies and declared their ships and
cargoes liable to confiscation, reached
the Congress in the early part of the
month, and on the sixteenth that body,
sitting in committee of the whole, de-

liberated upon a remedy. Franklin was
for extreme measures, and urged a de-

claration of war. while the most conser
vative delegates thought it wiser to take
no action whatever. The discussion took
a wide range and lasted two days, but
on the eighteenth, against the votes of
Pennsylvania ana maryiana. resolutions
were adopted authorizing privateors to
cruise against the commerce of Great
Britain, exclusive of Ireland and tnt
West Indies. A still sharper debate
sprang up on the twenty-secon- on the
preamble, to whioh Wythe moved an
amendment, definitely accusing the
king himself as the cause of their op-

pression, in that he had " rejected their
petitions with scorn and contempt." It
was but a Step from this declaration to
that which formally severed the alle-

giance of the oolonies forever, and its
LuiDuruuioe waa ua. uuuo owkuuu,
Lee seconded the .amendment, but the
opposition was so' strong that it went
over for the day. un tne tweniy-tnir-

however, it was triumphantly carried,
to be followed the next month by what
h'storians tell us was the firat real act of
independence, the abolition of the
British custom house and ti e opening
of our ports to the commerce of the
world.

So important was tbe month. In it
King George abandoned finally the
thought of reconciliation, Washington
won his first great victory, the Congress
first definitely asserted the principle of
colonial liberty, and France began to

.1 3 . A , .
consiaer tne wihuuiu ui nu auibuuiui m- -

lianoe. The child still olung to the
name of mother, but the leading strings
had been snapped lorever. I'lMaaei- -

phia Timet. ...
UNITED STATES PUBLIC DEBT.
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traction In Bank Circulation In Eight
niuatha About Sixteen Million..

A Washington dispatch to the New
York Timet says:

The February debt statement shows a
decrease in the publio debt for the
month of $3,272,783, and for eight
mouths of 813,728,420. For the same
eight months of last year the reduction
was $6,772,252, or less than one-ha- lf of
the amount of reduction during the
eight months ending March 1st. The
reduction for the last eight months was
within seven hundred thousand dollars
of the aggregate reduotion for the last
fiscal year. The statement that this
amount of reduotion has been made
does not mean, of oourse, that tbe pub-
lio indebtedness equal to that sum has
been actually paid off and redeemed. It
means that the ' Treasury has accumu-
lated money enough to pay off that
amount in the last eight months; in
other words, the balance sheet shows
that the government is nearly fourteen
millions of dollars better off than eight
months ago. The coin balance now in
the treasury, after deducting $32,915,- -

000 outstanding coin certificates, is
$37,120,773; deducting from that the
$14,000,000 in silver coin and bullion
reported by the secretary, leaves

as the balance in gold coin. The
coin balance now is about the same as
last month, but if the exoess in the re-

duction of ihe debt over January be
added to this balance our financial con-

dition is shown to be better by over one
and one-ha-lf million dollars, than on
Feb. 1. The currency balance is now
over nine and one-ha- lf million dollars, a
falling off from last month of nearly two
and one-ha-lf millions. During the
month there was a decrease of legal ten-
ders to the amount of $329,748, and in
fractional currency, $744,250. In the
same time there were deposited by na-

tional banks to secure circulation bonds
valued at $1,090,200, while the bonds
withdrawn for circulation surrendered
were $5,754,512, showing a contraction
in national bank currency for the month
of nearly four million dollars. The con-

traction in national bank circulation for
the past eight months has been 5.

In the some period the in-

crease in greenbacks and fractional cur-
rency has been over one-quart- million
dollars, leaving tho net contraction in
the circulating medium for the eight

nun.-.- f eifi nno nnn TKo ma.
toms receipts for February were $12,- -
937,090. and tho internal revenue re
ceipts, $8,253,238. Compared with
Jaunnry the customs receipts increased
$1,859,961, while tbe internal revenue
receipts fell off nearly six hundred thou-
sand dollars. The sggregote receipts
from these two sourofs for February
show an increase over January of
$1,280,000. The expenditures for the
month, exclusive of interest on the pub-
lio debt were $12,219,421.

Pennsylvania . court stenographers
have to take this oath : " You solemnly
swear that the testimony that you take in
this ease shall be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth." This

ould seem to do away entirely with the
necessity of swearing witnesses.

A youth of Indiana, in love with a girl
in Minnesota, addresses her in this beau-
tiful strain:
I just oom. down from tbe baei-or- e state

come plouar. for to and a bandeom
girl from minapU Just suited to my

mlud.

B.r rosy ebk sod rolling jr Uk arrow
pearoed mr brest and they eallta bar
bandaome olaratb llley of tb weet

I sorted her for n.l three daye, her Iot I
thought to gain to oon, to soon h
.11 ted m wblob gave me gtlef and

... P0,
li robbed me of my liberty and deprived at

of my rest but .till 1 ! my elara tb
UUyotthei

I dreaaap a dream tbe other night down by
yon hady grov I saw a ohap of blgb
degree eonverolng with my love.

be sung b. rang o marryly while I wa soar
opreel and be song to lovely elara the
lUey of the west.

I rushed up to my rival a dagtr In my hand
I lor nun rrom my tra iot ana noMiy
hod him stand.

Using mad to desperation my dagger Dearood
his. brest and I wa be trade by elara
tb 1117 of th i

Items of Interest.
Fortune is like a market where many

times, if you wait the price will fall.

Lisbon. N. H., raises 100,000 bushels
of potatoes a year, whioh are onverted
into starch.

The Legislature of Maine has deter
mined to sell all the islands off the coast
owned by the State.

A seam of fine hard coal, nine feet
four inches in thickness, has been struck
at a depth of five hundred feet at Nonai-m- o,

British Columbia.
Rev. Brooke Herford. of England.

says that what most impresses aforeigner
visiting America is the half finished ap-

pearance of everything.
A recent marriage notioo ends with

the singnlar expression, probably added
by a waggish friend : " May their future
troubles be little ones." '

A survey of all the large merchant
steamships has been made by the British
government with the view to their use
as a part of the royal navy in case of a
foreign war.

A Portsmouth baby which reoontly
died was mourned by a father and mother,
two grandfathers, and twograndmothers,
three great grandfathers, and three great
grandmothers.

During the reign of tho present czar
Russia has gained 35,347 square miles of
territory and 22,546,000 souls in popu-
lation, and reduced the national debt b1
50,000,000 roubles. '

' A purchaser ' of a riverside propeity
asked the real estate agent it the river
didn't sometimes overflow its banks.
"Well," responded he, " it isn't one of
those sickly streams that are always con-
fined to beds."

Bod luck is a man with his bands in
his pockots and his pipe in his mouth,
looking on to see how it will come out
Good luck is a man of pluck with his
sleeves rolled up and working to make it
come ont right. "

The Farmers' club of the.Amerirnn In
stitute have asked Congress to make the
subject of tree cultnre and crononiva
standing branch of study in rtfiicultnral
colleges receiving aid or support from
the government.

A Middletown oompositor has calcu
lated that in the oourse of a year's type
setting the average compositor will put
up more than 7,000,000 separate pieces,
wnich, with their distribution, requires
15,000,000 motions of the hand.

Bv the German oensus, token Deo. 1,
it appears that tho population of 'Berlin
has increased since 1871 about 16.7 per
oent. ; Breslau, fifteen per cent; Ham-

burg, 13.83 percent; Frankfort, thir
teen per oent. ; auu ueipiuo, eiguteeu
per oent.

A voung woman looking for a situa
tion was attracted by an advertisement
for some one to do " light housework."
She called at the address given, aud in-

quired where tho light house was and if
there was any way of getting on shore
on Sundays. ;

Thirtv-thre- e mines in Colorado have
been opened to a depth of from one hun-

dred to nine hundred feet since 1859.

Five of them were idle lost year, but the
rant nrodnoed ore valued at nearly $2,- -

000,000. Sinoe their discovery they have
yielded $26,8U,UUU. ,

A man in Providence, who was recent-
ly hittflTi Vt a. mad doff, has adjusted all
his business affairs,jpaid all his bills,
made his will, had a room constructed
for his own use, and made other arrange
ments for his own and bis family's bene-

fit when he shall be attacked with hy-
drophobia.

When the wind storm that recently
devastated Tejon pass began there were
100,000 sheep feeding on the plains,
thousands of which were blown into the
gulches and buried by the driving sand.
Over 30,000 sheep were lost. On the
San Emido, cattle which took refuge in
beds of streams were in some places
buried out of sight

Two brave men, having fought and
shaken hands, are the last men in the
world to cheriBh small animosities
against each other. "No point in any
drama is more heartily appreciated by an
English or American audienoe than that
in the " Lady of Lyons ',' where Colonel
Damas remarks now muoh 1 o likes
another man after be has fought with
him.

How to Mako Hlschit f.

v o m nnr uniirhbors.
Take care of them. Do not let them
stir without watching. They may no

if vnn rln. To be ft. reBUUiOflUHg O t " .
you never knew them to do anything
very bad, out it may u " jui mwiiui
they have not Perhaps if it bad not
invu JM - j n--
disgraced themselves long ago. Then
do not relax in your enorts to Beep mem
where they ought to be. Never mind
wmiv Awn hnmnnai ill of. will taarA OftTA

of itself. If .
you find

.
any
. 1

symptoms
,1 1 .4

of
any one passing out oi tne patu v uut(
tell every one else what you see, and be
particular to see a great many. It is a
good way tocirculate such things, though
it may not benefit yourself, or any one
particularly. Do keep something

silenoe is a dreadful thing. It is said
there waa silenoe in heaven for the space
of half an hour. Do not let any auoh
thing occur n earth. It would be too
muoh for this mundane sphere.

rupted. I lugged np wood from below
for some little time, and then turned in
and fell to snoring as only a man ean
whose soul ia worn out. Last at broad
daylight I felt a grip on my shoulder
that brought me to my senses suddenly.
My wife waa glaring down ou me and
gasping. As soon as she oould command
her tongue she said :

" It ia over ! All over I The child's
perspiring I What shall we do. "

"Mercy, how you torrify met I
don't know what we ought to do. May-

be if we scraped her and put her in the
draft again "

"Oh, idiot! There ia not a moment
to lose. Go for the doctor. Go your-
self. Tell him he must come, dead or
alive."

I dragged that poor siok man from his
bed and brought him. He looked at
the child and said she waa not dying.
This waa joy unspeakable tome, butit
mads mv wifa aa if he had offered a ner--
sonal affront. Then he said the child's
cough was only caused by some trifling
irritation or other in the throat. At tl'is
I thought my wife had a mind to show
him the door. Now tho doctor said he
would make the child oough harder and
dislodge the trouble. So he gave her
something that sent her into a spasm of
coughing, and presently up came a lit-
tle wood splinter or so.

" This child has no membranous
croup," said he, "She has been chew
ing a bit of pine shingle or something
of the kind, and got some little slivers
in her throat. They won't do her any
hurt."

" No," said I. " I can well believe
that. Indeed, the turpentine that is in
them ia very good for certain sorts cf
diseases tnat are peculiar to children
My wife will tell you so."

But she did not. She turned away in
disdain, and left the room; and since
that time there is one episode in our life
whioh we never refer to. Hence the
tide of our days flows by in deep and
untroubled serenity.

Questions and Answers.
How can I made lime water 1 An-

swer. Slake four ounoes lime with a
little distilled water, then add distilled
water to make one gallon. Cover the
vessel and set it aside for three hours,
Pour off the clear liquor for use.

Is there any remedy for tender fin-

gers? Iam a printer, and my fingers
get sore and tne skin peels off. An
swer. Printers frequently burn paper
on an iron surface, and rub the sore
place with the resulting oil.

How can I prevent oil paintings from
orackingt Answer. Cracks occur in
oil paintings when the colors were
ground in oil containing impurity or
otherwise unnt for tne purpose. Lin
seed oil is the best, poppy oil the next;
but purity is tbe essential quality of all
vehicles for colors.

I am finishing wire work with paint
'mixed with varnish ; it takes too long
for it to dry hard. What will elry
quickly and not break off easily ? An-
swer. Boil good linseed oil with enough
litharge to make a stiff paint; add one
part by weight of pigment to every ten
parts of the litharge. Boil for three
hours over a gentle fire.

How can I make a stain for wood to
imitate mahogany 1 Answer. A simple
way of effecting the object is to brush
the wood with aquafortis, and dry it at
the fire. This is good for veined birch
and beech. The latter may also be
stained by putting two ounoes dragon's
blood into one quart rectified spirit; let
the bottle stand in a warm place and
shake it frequently; and when the gum
is dissolved, the stain is nt for use.

Will you please inform me how I can
restore edge tools, such as plane bits,
chisels, etc., to their original temper.
after they have gone through a fire I
Answer. Heat them to a cherry red,
and quench them endwise in lukewarm
clean water. Tlmn brighten the surface
with emery and rcl.eat them slowly over
a piece of heated iron until a brown
color appears, then quench them in wa-
ter.

Can yon inform me how white wine
or whisky vinegar is made ? Auswer.
Ubtaiii a large cask, and about a foot
above the bottom construct a fnlso per-
forated bottom. Above this fill tho cask
with good, well burnt charcoal in coarse
lumps, over which pour first a sufficient
quantity of good vmegar to thoroughly
moisten it. Let the whole stand for a
short time, when it will be ready for
the introduction of the alooholio liquors.
This should be introduced in small
quantities at a time, and the apparatus
kept in a moderately cool plaoe to pre-
vent too energetic an action. This
method will give you a pure vinegar,
which will suffer considerable dilution.
Use a very small quantity of annatto as
ooloi ing matter. Scientific American,

There BUght Have Been.

A man in want of a load of wood
visited one of the markets to make a
choice. Finding a load that suited, he
asked the owner if there was a cord on
the wagon.

" I think there is," was the reply.
" Do you know that there is? '

" My son William loaded it up, and
he said there was a cord."

' Well, what do you say I" asked the
citizen.

And my other son, John, helped
William load it up, and he said there
was a cord."

' Do you say so ?"
' And my neighbor came along, and

he said there was a cord."
" I don't believe there is."
" And my wife stood at the gate as I

came away, and she said there was a
cord," continued the farmer.

" There may be three-quarter- s, said
the citisen.

' And as I came through the toll-gat- e

the keeper said he'd eat it if there
wasn't a cord and a half."

He did ?"
'And a policeman stopped me and

wanted to know how much I asked for
that cord and three-quarte- rs of beautiful
wood."

The citizen took it before the load
could swell any more. Detroit Free

A child afflicted with diphtheria in
Pittsfield. Mass.. was poulticed with
large Indian meal poultices which, after
being used, were thrown out where a
dog and a flock of hens fed on the meal
of which the poultices had been made.
Seventeen of the hens and the dog died,
it is supposed from the poison absorbed
into the poultice from the diseased
throat. The child recovered.

The daughters of plumbers and coal
dealers are not as much courted in
society as they have been in previous
seasons.

old Maria departed and took up her an'
cient quarters in tne nursery.

Penelona couched twioe in her sleep
"Oh. whv don't the doctor come I

Mortimer, this room ia too warn. This
room ia certainly too warm. Turn off
the twister ouiok I"

I shut it off. glancing at tbe thormom
eter at the same time, and wondering to
myself if seventy waa too warm for a
tick child.

The eoaohman arrived from down
town now withtba news that our phy-
sician was ill and oonflned to bis bed.
Mrs. MoWilliams turned a dead eye
upon me. and said in a dead voice :

" There is Providence in it. It is foro--

ordained. He never was siok before.
Never. We have not been living as we
ought to live. Mortimer, time and time
aarain I have told you so. Now you see
the result, Our child will never get
wall. Be thankful if yon ean forgiv
yourself. I never can forgive myself."

I said, without intent to hurt, but
with heedless ehoioe of words, that I
could not see that we had been living
suoh an abandoned life,
) "Mortimer I Do you want to bring
(he judgment upon tne Mby, tool"

Then she began to ory, but suddenly
exclaimed :

"The doctor must have sent medi
cines!"

Isold:
" Certainly ; they are here. I was

only waiting for yon to give me a
chanoe."

" Well, do give them to me ! Don't
you know that every moment is precious
now I DUt wum was me use ui ntuiuiug
medicines when he knows that the
disease is inonrable f"

I said that while there was life there
was hone,

"Hope! Mortimer, you know no
more what you are talking about than
the child unborn. If you would As
I live, the directions say give one tea--
spoonful once an hour I Once an hour

as if we naa a wnoie year oeiore us to
save the child in I Mortimer, please
hurry. Give the poor, perishing thing
a tablespoonful, and try to be quick I '
"Why. my dear, a tablespoonful
might" "Don't drive me frantio!

There, there, there, my
precious, my own ; it's nasty, bitter
stuff, but it s good for Nelly good for

make her well. There, there, there;
put the httle head on mamma s breast,
and go to sleep, and pretty soon un
I know she can't live till morning
Mortimer, a tablespoonful every half
hour will Oh, the child needs bella-
donna, too; I know she does and
aconite. Get them, Mortimer. Now
do let me have my way. You know
nothing about these matters,"

We now went to bed, placing the crib
close to my wife's pillow. All this tur-
moil had worn upon me, and within two
minutes I was something more than
half asleep. Mrs. MoWilliams roused
mo :

" Darling, is that register turned out"
" No."
" I thought as much. Please turn H

on at once. This room is cold.
I turned it on, and presently fell

asleep again. I was aroused once more,
"Daaiie. would you mind moving

the crib to your side of the bed ? It is
nearer the register."

I moved it, but had a oollision with
the rug and woke up the child. I dozed
off once more, while my wife quieted
the sufferer. But in a little while these
words came murmuring remotely
through the fog of my drowsiness :

"Mortimer, if we only bad some
goose grease. Will you ring i

I climbed drearily out, and stepped
ou a cat, which responded with a pro-
tect, and would have got a convincing
kick for it if hod not got it in
stead.

"Now, Mortimer, why do you want
to turn up the gas and wake up the child
again f "

Because J. wont to see now mucn 1
am hurt, Caroline."

" Well, look at tne onair, too. 1 nave
no doubt it is ruined, i'oor cat, sup-
pose von had "

" Now I am not going to suppose any-
thing about the oat. It never would
have occurred if Maria had been allow
ed to remain here and attend to these
duties, which are in her line and are not
in mine,

Now, Mortimer, I should think you
would be ashamed to make a remark
like that. It is a pity if you cannot do
tho few little things that I ask of you at
snch an awful time as this, when our
child "

"There, there; I will do anything
you want, nut l can t raise anybody
with this bell. They're all gone to bed.
Where is the goose grease V

" On the mantelpiece in the nursery.
If you will step there and speak to
Maria"

I brought the goose grease and went
to sleep again. Onoo more I was
called.

Mortimer, I so bite to disturb you.
but the room is still too cold for me to
try to apply this stuff. Would you mind
ugnting tne nre i it is ail ready to
touch a match to."

I dragged myself out and lit the fire,
and then sat down, disconsolate.

" Mortimer, don t sit there and caton
your death of cold. Come to bed."

As x was stepping in, sue said:
"But wait a moment. Please give

the obild some more of the medioine."
Whioh I did. It was a medioine

whioh made a child more or less lively;
so my wife made use of its waking in-
terval to strip it and grease it all over
with the goose oil. I was soon asleep
onoe more, but once more I had to get
up.

"Mortimer, I feel a draught. I feel
it distinctly. There is nothing so bad
for this disease as a draught. Please
move the crib in front of the fire."

I did it and collided with the rug
again, which I threw into the fire. Mrs.
MoWilliams sprang out of bed and res-
cued it, and we had some words. I had
another trifling interval of sleep and
then got up, by request, nnd construct-
ed a flaxseed poultice. This was placed
upon the child's breast and left there to
do its healing work.

A wood fire is not a permanent thing.
I got up every twenty minutes and re-

newed ours, and this gave Mrs. MoWil-
liams an opportunity to shorten the
times of giving the medicines by ten
minutes, whioh was a great satisfaction
to her. Now and then, between times,
I reorganized tbe flaxseed poultices, and
applied sinapisms and other blisters
where unoccupied places could be found
upon the child. Well, toward morning
the wood gave out, and my wife wanted
me to go down oellar and get some
more-- . I said :

" My dear, it is a laborious job, and
the child must be nearly wajm enough,
with her extra clothing. Now, mightn't
we put on another layer of poultices
and

Aa Bvealral Meatk The eataataa f lh
HUterir el lb Valtea Btatas.

The moon that rose full upon the
night of March 4, 1770, aaw the figure
of destiny, wan with patriot vigils, stride
up from uie uemnruige meauows,
mount to the crest of Dorchester heights,
and from that holy spot stretch a strong
hand of deliverance to the imprisoned
town that slept below. It was the eve
of the anniversary of the "Boston
massacre," and the auspioious moment
chosen to acoompusn the nnai inde
pendence of the New England colonies.
Rise, sharply denned frpm thy sisters of
an part, O night that first
limned to the eye of prophecy the
shadow of the Washington that was to
be, and draw again before these reve-
rent time thy memorable panorama!
Behold in the town of Boston, a British
army at nightfall given np, with scorn-
ful indifference to the power of the
Yankee militia, to passing revels, desecrat
ing the Old South church, perhaps,
with a play, or the Province House with
a masquerade ; behold, in the harbor.
Admiral Shuldham's fleet riding
drowsily at anohor ; save for the sharp

of the batteries, replying with
longhtless voice to the American can

non at Cobble Hill, Leohmere'a Point
and Boxbury, Lioru Howe's slumbers
would be this night unbroken, for
neither to soldier nor citizen is there
oonsdousness of other danger than of a
roof or two riddled in the thick of the
firing. But look across the neck yon
der, where the heavy frost lends a friend
ly mist to van a shadowy something
that produces no sound, yet seems
possessed of motion I

Draw nearer, and yon shall see first
some eight hundred ragged uonunen
tola marohing to preooouov the two ex
tremities of Dorchester Heights; be
hind them, a force of twelve hundred
more, equally quick with the spade or
the rine: last of all, a tram, of carts.
drawn by oxen and laden with bundles
of hay and other light material, such as
make a fair cover for a redoubt. The
sharp temper of the atmosphere lends
exhilaration to the men, while the wind
whioh blows from tho west carries off
from the town all sounds of footsteps,
the rumbling of carts and tbe goading. . . .1 1 .1 TTT I

oi me puxiuuig catue. nu suu uie pur-nos- e

of this hurried march when the
line deflects along the brow of the bill
and General Thomas orders bis men to
throw np the redoubts. Tho scene is
only martial in its consequences. Here
the sentry walks his rounds to note the
first sign of British wakefulness; there
the walls of chandeliers, fascines and
screwed hay rises steadily higher; to and
fro the carta roll, and tbe barrels which
they bring are filled with earth and
stone, to be hurled on any assaulting
party (hat may dare the slope; an adja
cent orohard supplies trees for the con
struction of a strong abattis at the foot
of the ridge: toward three o'clock a re
lief foroe arrives to complete the forti- -

noa ions.; The whole night is tilled
with tba presence of Washington, and
the dawn reveals him to the wondering
villagers in the surrounding hamlets and
the inoredulous army in the town be-

neath, the predestined deliverer of his
people. Tho histories detail the rest;
how tbe British general, in the face of
tempestuous weather and the memories
of Bunker Hill, finally had not the heart
to attempt the dislodgmentof the Amer-
iinon Imw tl.n tntnw oAnrlil. .Jfmn.ilin
their lines, and only prevented from en
gaging the enemy in battle by the lack
of ammunition, Anally so completely in-
vested the town that the British were
forced to beat a precipitate retreat.

On the morning of the seventeenth
they hastily embarked, . and after a
week's loitering in Nantasket road to
take on water and repair their battered
transports, set sail for Halifax, leaving
behind them among other supplies two
hundred and fifty pieces of cannon and
seven times as muoh powder as their con
querors had altogether. Could the news
of this humiliation have been flashed, as
now, by cable to the Parliament, the
madness and overweening confidence of
the ministry in its power to humble the
American rebels might have hod effectu-
al estoppel. But that was not to be,
and when, on the twentieth, Washington
entered Boston at the head of the New
England soldiery, ' " approved by
Heaven," as the resolutionsof the Legis-
lature voted nine days later, " revered
by all good men, and dreaded by
tyrants,'" the English king had finally
hardened his hi art against the colonies,
and was already boasting of the speedy
subjugation that was sure to be accom-
plished by his twenty thousand Hessian
hirelings; and when, the following May,
the news did reach England, the eloquent
protests of the Duke of Manchester and
the Marquis of Rockingham were power-
less to stay his folly. , History has no
parallel for this achievement, so potent
and enduring was its effect upon the for-
tunes of the oolonies; so incommensur-
able with its cost in life and property,
for the death-ro- ll of the whole campaign
is honored with but twenty names, and
scarcely a building of any importance in
Boston was destroyed in the siege. Re-
leased from the surveillance of an Armed
enemy, the New England colonies quiet-
ly but diligently set about establishing
on a sure footing their necessary State
and local governments, perfecting their
ooast defenses, accumulating the sinews
of war, and during the months of imme-
diate peace that ensued thoroughly pre-
paring themselves for the state of inde-
pendence to whioh all events combined
to speed them. As for Washington,
they deemed no honor too imposing for
his merits, nor any ' confidence too
weighty to be imposed within him, and
in the darker hours, which latter even
the great oommander oould not escape,
the faith of New England remained to
him inviolate.

Turning to the proceedings of the
Congress for the month, we find them
pervaded by an increasing sentiment of
open and concerted resistance to the
rule of the mother country ; the leaven
of suoh souls as the Adamses, Wythe,
Henry and Lee had began to work the
inevitable inspiration of the whole As-
sembly. In the first days of March the
oolonies, to insure their more efficient
defense, were constituted two military
departments, the Potomac forming the
division line, and six additional briga-
dier generals were commissioned. It
was a matter of muoh greater difficulty to
supply the means for meeting the ex-

penses of the defense, and after the issue
of four millions in bills, in additionfto
six millions already afloat, there still re-

mained a grevions deficiency in the
budget Twooommittees,oneof which in-

cluded suoh notable financiers as Duane
and Robert Morris, were suooessivel
appointed to raise the necessary sup-
plies, and successively failed to accom-
plish their purpose, and, losing hope, a
ooinmifluoi'er one Silas Deane, who
eems to hnv been wanting in those

fin; The following, with but alight
variation, sufficient not to betray the
identity of the parties, is the report of a
recent actual interview ; and the forcible
truths expressed in the oonolusion of the
dialogue will doubtless be recognised as
applicable to many similar oases of great-
er or lesser magnitude.

A business man in difficulties oalls.
with a long face, on one of his prinoipei
creditors, and says :

" Mr. Prompt, I find, owing to the
pressure of the times, I shall be obliged
to call a meeting of my creditors."

" Indeed," said Prompt, " then yon
cannot meet your liabilities. "

Debtor "I regret to say I cannot"
Prompt" Well, let me see, how long

lave you neon in business i"
- Debtor "About eight years."

Prompt" How much capital did you
have to start with ?"

Debtor (proudly)" I had only one
thousand dollars, sir, and my knowl
edge of the business, in which I was
salesman."

Prompt "Ton were ainoe married?"
Debtor " Yes."
Prompt" Wife any property ?"
Debtor " None at all ; I have done

everything by my own unaided exer-
tions."

Prompt " How muoh do yon expect
to be able to pay your oreditors ?"

Debtor "Well, I think I ooald get
out for twenty cents on a dollar."

Prompt "How muoh would that
leave you after you got your bankruptcy
discharge I"

Debtor" Well, if I oould go right
on with the old stock, 1 might realize a
couple of thousand dollars, but the
oreditors oouldn't do so muoh with it."

Prompt " But how about your house
in the suburbs? That goes in with the
assets, I suppose."

Debtor " Well, hardly. That's only
worth six or seven thousand dollars,
and I settled that on my wife two years
ago."

Prompt " H'm, hum I Let me see ;

what are your liabilities ?"
Debtor " I should say, at a rough

calculation, twenty thousand dollars.
Prompt (indignantly) " Why, con-

found it, sir, it is just suoh men as you
that have been oheating and ore cheat-
ing honest men either through your
rascality or accursed ignorance. You
haven't been solvent, according to your
own confession, the whole eight years
you ve been in trade, J. 11 be bound.
Here you acknowledge you started with
only one thousand dollars of real capital ;
yon have your family living eight years,
saved out a $7,000 house, and after set-
tling with your oreditors will have
double the capital you began with.
Sush men as you have no right to be in
business for themselves, but should be
the employees of those who have brains
to guide them. I'll accept no pro
position, and only wish oreditors, in-

stead of 'setting on their feet ' suoh shams
as you to compete with genuine busi-
ness men, would send you back into the
ranks where you belong."

A Hundred Years Ago.

A gentleman of the olden time, writ
ing of the Maryland planter one hun
dred years ago, says: They shipped their
own tobacco brought to a landing in
stout hogsheads, with a revolving axle
driven through the middle, and dragged
by a strong mule guided by a plantation
hand, over what are still known as the
rolling roads. In return they received
not only all kinds of necessaries for
their own oonsumption, but for supply-
ing the lesser planters and their ser-
vants. Of provisions they never hod
any lack. They raised their own mut-
ton and beef and pork: then there was
venison to be had in the forest, wild
ducks in abundance in their season,
fish and oysters in the estuaries of the
bay and in the rivers that flowed into
it. They led a life of independence in
a land of plenty; dwelt on their own
estates, surrounded by their servants,
and dispensed to all comers a lavish hos-

pitality. Their chief pleasures were of
the ruder sort. They had their horses
and hounds, and hunted and fished;
were fond of races and cook nghting;
often drank freely, and sometimes
gambled heavily. At Doughoregan
manor saddle horses were regularly
brought every summer morning and
hitched under the trees in a picturesque,
nervous group, and any one of the
guests was free to take bis ohoiee, and
gallop off over the hills either alone or
with ohosen companions. The custom
is still kept up there. Ladies were
among the boldest of riders. It was the
only mode of quick journeying.

Turkish Honesty.
A little trait of Turkish honesty

might be imitated : A gentleman wan-
dering through the bazaars desired to
buy an embroidered handkerohief of a
Turkish shopkeeper. He asked the
pnoe. "Beventy-nv- e piastres." "no,
said the gentleman, aware that it is usual
among all traders, whatever their creed,
to ask at first more than the value;
" that is too muoh; I will give yon
seventy;" and as the dealer seemed to
assent he counted out the money. But
great was his surprise when the heavy
bearded Osmanl, gravely pushed back
to him twenty piastres, observing t
" This is more than the just price. It is
always the custom here to bargain over
a thing down to its fair value, and as
fifty piastres is my fair price, these
twenty belong to you."

A Large Increase.
It may be said that the population of

England increased in the quarter of a
century about twenty per cent. ; that the
people living in 1874 were, on an aver
age, at least twice as well off as they
weie in 1851; that they drank in 1874
twioe as much tea and sugar as they did
in 1851, and forty per oeut. more spirits,
wine and beer; that they had saved
twice as much and traveled nearly five
times as much; that, taking the increase
of population into account, serious
crime Lad decreased by nearly seventy
per cent., pauperism by more than twenty--

five per cent., while primary educa-
tion ha 1 become six times as general.
These are striking symptoms of material
and social progress.

That Rule.
A young woman who seems to be op

posed to girls being tanght to sew,
writes as follows to the Woman't Jour-
nal t Some time since a gentleman of
Ithaca said, in quite a company: - " I
mean to offer a prize for tne best shirt
made by the lady students of the uni
versity. ' "If you do," I rejoined, im-
pulsively, " I will offer an equal one for
the best chemise made by a male stu-
dent It is a poor rule that won't work
both ways."

Ho .toopad whoro U. keen tejtho'l blade bd
paAaed,

And plnokod lha kft.rm.tb.
And oh, Iot. ! nd h, lor. !

And what .hall my ltd heart ujr T

What bold prayer breath by Bight, lovo,
It dorat not j)rtho by day T

Blv ut by the opto window,
Looking unto tbe west ;

And the .on went down, and tbe etan earn np
Beyond tbe gray bill' eraet

And oh, love I and ah, lore I

And when will hi fooUtep fall ?

Tbe Uee are empty and barren, lore,
Dot God i over all I

Atep on th garden walk,
A ebadow under tbe etan,

And lb moon fliwt gleam elUM redden
tbrongh

Tb twilight's JmIoo ban.
And oh, lor.l and ah, lot!

And open love to me 1

My heart U knoeking at thy door,
Ah ! Uf t th latoh and e !

Membranous Croup,

A SKETCH BY MARK TWAIN

"Well," said Ho Williams, "to go
back to wnere l was before 1 digressed
to explain to yon how that frightful and
inonrable disease, membranous croup,
was ravaging the town and driving ail
mothers mad with terror, I called Mrs,
Mo Williams' attention to little Penelope,
and said :

" Darling, I wouldn't let that child
be ohewing mat pine suck u 1 were
won."

" Precious, where 's tho harm in it I"
said she, but at the same time preparing
to take away tbe stick, for women can
not reoeive even the most palpably iudi
clous suggestion without arguing it
that is, married women.

"Love, it is notorious that pine is
tbe least nutritious wood that a child can
eat."

My wife's hand paused, in the act of
taking the stick, and returned it to her
lap. one bridled peroeptiDly, and said

"Hubby, you know better than that
You know you da Doctors all say that
the turpentine in pine wood is good for
weak back and tne kidneys.

"Ah I I was under a misapprehension,
I did not know that the child's kidneys
and spine were anected, and taac tbe
family physician had recommended "

" Who said that the child's spine and
kidneys were aneotear

" My love, you intimated it."
" The idea I I never intimated any

thine of the kind."
" Why, my dear, it hasn't been two

minutes since you said
" Bother what I said 1 I don't oare

what I did say. There isn't any harm in
the child's ohewing a bit of pine stick
if she wants to, and yon know it per-
fectly welL And she shall chew it, too !

So there, now !"
"Say no more, my dear. I now see

the force of your reasoning, and I will
bo and order two or three cords of the
best pine wood to-da- No child of
mine shall want while I

" Oh, please go along to your office
and let me have some peace. A body
can never make the simplest remark but
you must take it up and go to arguing
and arguing and arguing, till you don't
know what you are talking about, and
you never do."

" Very well, it shall be as you say.
But there is a want of logio in your last
remark whioh "

However, she was gone with a flourish
before I could finish, and hod taken the
child with her. That night at dinner she
confronted me with a face as white as a
sheet.

Oh, Mortimer, there's another I

Little Oeorgie Gordon is taken."
" Membranous croup ?"
"Membranous croup."
" Is there any hope for him 1"
" None in the wide world. Oh, what

is to become of na I"
our nurse brought in our

Penelope to say good-nig- and offer the
customary prayer at tho mother's knee.
In the midst of " Now I lay me down to
sleep," sho gave a slight cough. My
wile fell back Uko one stricken witn
death. But the next moment she was
up and running a way with the aotiveness
which teiror inspires.

She commanded tnat tne cnud s crib
be removed from the nursery to our
bedroom; and she went along to see the
order executed. Sho took me with her,
of course. We got matters arranged
with speed. A cot bed was put in my
wife's dressing-roo- for the nurse. But
now Mrs. Mo Williams said we were too
far away from the other baby, and what
if he were to have the symptoms in the
night and she blanched again, poor
thing.

Wo tnen restored tne crib and tbe
nurse to tne nursery, and put up a
bed for ourselves in a room adjoining.

Presently, however, Mrs. MoWilliams
said, suppose the baby should catch it
from Penelope? This thought struck a
new panic to her heart, and the tribe of
us oouldn't get the orib out of the nur
sery again fast enough to satisfy my wife,
though she assisted in her own person
and well nigh pulled the orib to pieces
in her frantio Hurry.

We moved down stairs, but there was
no place to stow the nurse, and Mrs.
MoWilliams said the nurse's experience
would be an inestimable Help. Ho we
were turned, bag and baggage, to our
own bedrooms once more, and felt a
great gladness, like storm-buffete- d birds
that nave found tneir nest again.

Mrs. MoWilliams Bped to tne nursery
to see how things were going on there.
She was back in a moment with a new
dread. She said :

" What can make the baby sleep so i"
I said :
" Why, my darlinsr. baby always

sleeps like a graven image."
" l know, l know; but there s some-thin- s;

peculiar about his sleen now. He
seems to breathe so regularly. Oh, this
is dreadful!"

"Bat, my dear, he always breathes
regularly."

" Oh, I know it, but there's something
dreadful about it now. His nurse is too
young and inexperienced. Maria shall
stay there with her, and be on hand if
anything happens."

" That is a good idea; but who will
help you I"

"You can help me all I want. I
wouldn't allow anybody to do anything
but myself, anyhow, at suoh a time aa
this."

I said I would feel mean to lie abed
and sleep, and leave her to watch and
toil over our little patu-n- t all the weary
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